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ON THE MOVE WITH CLASP
THE CENTER FOR LAW AND SOCIAL POLICY (CLASP) is a long-established voice in Adult
Education, with a significant ongoing presence on Capitol Hill. It recently issued several timely
analyses to benefit federal and state policymakers, legislative advocates, national and state
planning entities, and service providers.
(1) A Litmus for Legislation: Criteria for Evaluating Proposals to Restructure Federal
Workforce Programs, by Neil Ridley and Evelyn Ganzglass, April 2012.
(2) Refocusing Adult Education on Career and Postsecondary Success: An Analysis of
Adult Education (Title II) Provisions in WIA Reauthorization Proposals, by Marcie Foster,
April 2012
(3) Reauthorizing WIA: The House Workforce Block Grant Bill Heads in the Wrong
Direction, by Evelyn Ganzglass and Neil Ridley, April 2012.
(4) Adult Education Funding Levels and Enrollment: State and Federal Funding Woes
Spell Trouble for Low-Skilled Students Seeking Further Education, by Marcie Foster, Feb.
2012.
(5) FAQs on How the Loss of Ability to Benefit Options in Federal Student Aid Affects
Those Without a High School Diploma, by Vickie Choitz, Julie Strawn, and Marcie Foster,
March 2012.
(6) A Breakthrough for Work Sharing: A Summary of the Layoff Prevention Act of 2012,
by CLASP and the National Employment law Project.
In addition to these publications, CLASP has issued The Credential Differential: The Public
Return to Increasing Postsecondary Credential Attainment, by Heath Prince and Vickie Choitz,

April 2012. In connection with this work, CLASP and NCHEMS (the National Center for Higher
Education Management Systems) have developed a new interactive online tool, The Return on
Investment Dashboard. This is a template of variables that each state can use to determine
Return on Investment as their colleges work to produce many more postsecondary credentials in
the coming years. The tool is keyed to goals set by the White House. According to NCHEMS, it will
be most useful to those states that are in a planning process and setting goals. Click HERE to go to
the template, and then scroll to the bottom of the page.
Sometime this month, CLASP will release the results of its recent survey on GED testing fees.

OTHER NEWS
The TABE Adaptive is a new computer adaptive version of TABE 9 & 10, designed to adjust
to the ability level of each student individually. It is administered online and provides immediate
reporting of scores. CTB/McGraw-Hill and COABE jointly introduced it to the market on April 3rd.
According to the program publicity, it assesses the skills and knowledge of adults for screening and
placement in training and employment programs or to determine readiness to take the GED test. A
diagnostic component helps adult educators support the advancement and learning of adults.
Register at the above link to explore the program.

2012 NRS Changes -- As a result of a meeting held by OVAE in August 2010, several
changes in the measures and reporting requirements of the National Reporting System (NRS) will
become effective during program year 2012. Numerous documents are available at the NRS
website to explain them.

LaGuardia Community College of the City University of New York got a $250,000 grant from
the MetLife Foundation earlier this year to offer professional development workshops and technical
assistance using contextualized approaches. Through the college's GED Bridge to College and
Careers Program, educators nationwide can get help from LaGuardia to bring effective, innovative
GED teaching into their classes. For information contact Amy Dalsimer at
adalsimer@lagcc.cuny.edu.
Immigration Policy and Less-Skilled Workers in the United States (January 2011) was
prepared by labor market analyst Harry J. Holzer for the Migration Policy Institute. It examines
multiple factors having to do with the economic impact of admitting and retaining immigrant workers
in the U.S. and concludes that benefits to consumers, employers, and even native-born lower
skilled workers, are on balance significantly positive. This report should be must reading for anyone
who wants to understand this highly complex subject. Several caveats are offered on next steps,

but the report suggests several future reform directions, including incentives for employers and
immigrants to use newly legalized routes and to choose legal over illegal paths of entry.

LI-RAEN, the Long Island Regional Adult Education Network of the New York State
Education Department, is making available a lengthy resource document in four parts based on a
functional context education workshop given by researcher Tom Sticht in January 2012. It is replete
with information and publication references on functional context learning, including work done for
the military by Mr. Sticht. The document is titled Celebrating 46 Years of the Adult Education
and Literacy System (AELS) of the United States of America/Our Nation's Third Branch of
Public Education (1966-2012).

A DECADE INTO THE 21st CENTURY,
AMERICA FACES A CHOICE
We can invest in the basic education and skills of our workforce and remain competitive
in today's global economy or we can continue to overlook glaring evidence
and move further down the path to decline
Every candidate is talking about creating jobs but few are saying that too many people don't have
the skills and training to fill them. But the Council for Advancement of Adult Literacy is.
CAAL was founded in 2001 and we've spent the past 11 years working to move adult literacy and
workforce skills into the mainstream. A look at our list of publications alone will give you a good
sense of the scope and depth of our work (www.caalusa.org/publications.html). Note especially
reach Higher, America,the work of the nonpartisan blue-ribbon Commission we formed with the
Dollar General Corporation in the lead funding role. We're proud to be one of the national
leadership groups working to move things in the right direction. And we're gratified to see that
partly because of what we do, change is in motion across the country.
But so much remains to be done. CAAL is a small nonprofit group with a very small staff. It exists
entirely on grants and individual donations. There is little new grant money in this tight economy, so
individual donations are more important than ever. Please consider a tax-exempt donation at this
time and help by passing this issue along to your friends and urging their support.
You can donate online by clicking the Donate Now button below or you can mail a check to CAAL,
c/o Gail Spangenberg, 1221 Avenue of the Americas - 44th Fl., New York, NY 10020.
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